THE DEGRADED PERSISTENCE OF MING-SHU

less devoted and liberally - inspired son might be
imperceptibly, as it were, substituted?"

"In ordinary cases some such arrangement is
generally possible," conceded Leou; "but not idly
is it written, ' There is a time to silence an ad-
versary with the honey of logical persuasion, and
there is a time to silence him with the argument
of a heavily-directed club.' In your extremity a
hostage is the only efficient safeguard. Seize the
person of one of the gods themselves and raise a
strong wall around your destiny by holding him
to ransom."

" * Ho Tai, requiring a light for his pipe, stretched
out his hand towards the great sky-lantern,'" quoted
Sun Wei.

N,"'Do not despise Ching To because his armour is
invisible,'" retorted Leou, with equal point. " Your
friends in the Above are neither feeble nor inept.
Do as I shall instruct you and no less a Being than
Ning will be delivered into your hand.1'

Then replied Sun Wei dubiously: "A spread-
ing mango-tree affords a pleasant shade within
3ne's courtyard, and a captive god might for a
season undoubtedly confer an enviable distinction.
But presently the tree's encroaching roots may
listurb the foundation of the house so that the
vails fall and crush those who are within, and
he head of a restrained god would in the end
ertainly displace my very inadequate roof-tree."

" A too-prolific root can be pruned back," replied
^eou, "and the activities of a bondaged god may
e efficiently curtailed. How this shall be accom-
lished will be revealed to you in a dream: take
eed that you do not fail by the deviation of a

ngle hair."
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